
STATE  
MANDATES  
& TAXES: 23¢
About 23 cents of each  
dollar goes directly to cover 
state-mandated costs to 
support clean energy, 
efficiency and low-income 
assistance goals, plus the 
state’s Gross Earnings Tax 
which we are required to 
collect. These costs are not 
within Rhode Island Energy’s 
(RIE) control.

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN MY ELECTRIC BILL? 

Utility bills can be complicated to understand. We get it. That’s why we’ve broken down 
each dollar of your bill into four simple sections. When you pay your residential electric bill 
each month, we want you to know what you’re getting for your money.

TRANSMISSION: 
18¢
About 18 cents of each dollar 
covers the cost of moving 
electricity across New 
England’s regional power grid to 
our local RIE distribution 
system. These costs are set by 
the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission and are only 
partially within RIE’s control.

SUPPLY: 33¢
About 33 cents of each dollar 
covers the cost to purchase 
electricity for those on our 
Last Resort Service default 
supply. Because we are not 
allowed under state law to 
own generation resources, 
these costs are beyond our 
control.  RIE does not markup 
supply costs — they are 
passed directly to you, dollar 
for dollar.

LOCAL  
DELIVERY: 26¢
About 26 cents of each dollar 
covers the infrastructure 
costs of delivering electricity 
to you safely and reliably, 
including costs to maintain 
poles and wires, modernize 
the grid, and provide 
functions like customer 
service and billing. This is the 
only part of the bill directly 
under RIE’s control. This part 
of the bill has increased by 
only 5%, far less than the rate 
of inflation, since 2020.

*Customer bills vary by usage. Figures here based on 500kWh/month usage with rates as of April 2026 for a residential customer.

Your energy dollar explained:

33¢26¢ 23¢18¢

Understanding Your Bill:
Where Your Dollar Goes



BILL EXPLANATION

Rhode Island Energy Delivery Charges Explanation

•	 Customer Charge – Fixed cost for metering, reading, and billing, unaffected by usage.
•	 Distribution Energy Charge – Cost of delivering electricity to your home or business.
•	 Transmission Charge – Cost of maintaining high-voltage lines, regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 

Public Policy Charges
State and federally mandated fees supporting energy assistance, efficiency and renewable programs:
•	 RE Growth Program Charge – Helps customers who produce their own renewable energy, like solar power, by letting them sell extra 

electricity back to the grid at a set price.
•	 LIHEAP Enhancement Charge – Funds assistance for low-income households’ energy and heating needs.
•	 Renewable Energy Distribution Charge – Covers the cost of net metering, which gives credits to solar and wind energy. It also helps 

pay for long-term renewable energy contracts. 
•	 Energy Efficiency Programs – Funds programs that help customers reduce energy use and costs.

Covers the cost 
of electricity used. 
Prices change every 
April and October 
with no markup.

Contact details and the 
number to call for an 
electric emergency.

Pay before this date to 
avoid late charges.

Total amount you owe.

This is the default 
supply if you choose 
not to shop for a 
supplier.

Shop for an 
electricity supplier.

Compares last year’s 
usage to this year’s.

Compares this month’s 
energy use, cost and 
average temperature  

to last year.

Covers electricity 
delivery and mandated 

public policy charges.

FRONT

A meter reading 
calculates energy use 
in kilowatt hours (kWh) 
for each billing cycle.

The supply charge 
is your energy usage 
(kWh) multiplied by the 
supplier’s current rate.

Monthly messages that 
can inform and assist.

Clear summary of 
last month’s charges, 
payments, remaining 
balance and current 

bill amount.

The amount you owe 
for the month.

See explanation below.

Explanation of terms 
used on your bill.
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